
Who would have 
thought that a fac-
tory in St Peters-

burg, Russia making cameras 
for spyware in the 1980s would 
be reborn as the source of one 
of the today’s most popular 
cameras? It all began with the 
unearthing of the Lomo Kom-
pakt Automat by two Austrian 
students in the early 1990s. 

Ever since then Lomography 
has taken the world by storm. 
What began as an artistic ap-
proach to produce bright and 
brilliant photographs has now 
been transformed into a much 
larger cultural movement of 
Lomographic artists who are 

determined to share their snap-
shots of the world.

Karen Boudakian is the di-
rector for the Australia and New 
Zealand markets and has been 
involved in the recent launch 
of La Sardina, a collection of 
four stylish cameras destined 
to change the analogue user’s 
perception of photography.

The camera cases have been 
inspired by a simple can of sar-
dines. They’re light and the feel 
is almost ‘plasticky’. This isn’t 
necessarily a disadvantage as 
you’re far less likely to worry 
about the outside surfaces get-
ting scuffed and the really im-
portant part (i.e. the wide angle 

lens with an 89 degree angle) 
does have a lens cap. There are 
other advantages as well.

“I love the fact that these 
cameras have different filters, 
come in handy pocket size and 
the graphics are just simply 
beautiful,” says Boudakian.

The colours are certainly 
extraordinarily bright and with 
the option of using a variety of 
different films, the results can 
be very creative. Using the Lo-
mography camera is more than 
just owning a certain type of 
gadget, Boudakian claims. It is 
an initiation into a community 
of “real people who communi-
cate and learn about the pro-
cess of taking us back to a vi-
sion where life couldn’t simply 
be deleted by click of a button. 
This isn’t about achieving per-
fection but capturing moments 
of wonder.”  

And it’s easy to do. The La 
Sardina cameras are built to 
be user friendly, the proverbial 
‘window of  opportunity’ is 
always open and users are en-
couraged to shoot from impos-
sible angles, try different films 
and, most importantly, experi-
ment while having the time of 
their lives.

“Once people buy a Lomog-
raphy camera they become a 
member of the Lomo society 
– we are a community that 
believes in enabling people to 
move away from their comput-
ers and experience what life has 
to offer.”

The Lomography cameras 
are analogue so the obvious 
comparisons to digital camera 
advancements are inevitable. 
You cannot instantly view the 
image you have just taken and 
deletions and extensive edit-
ing are only possible in post-
production processes. There is 
undoubtedly a time and money 
factor involved - but the quality 
of the photography is unique. 

For the standard 35mm 
camera, films  include colour 
negative, colour positive (also 
known as slide or transpar-
ency), and black and white, 
allowing you a range of differ-
ent options to exercise your 
creativity.

The only obvious disadvan-
tage is that because the camera 
is designed to be stylistically 
simple, there aren’t that many 
options available. For example, 
it isn’t possible to add differ-
ent lenses. The camera also 
has limited manual features, 
making it almost impossible to 
achieve the degree of precision 
that you would with an SLR 
or other advanced point-and-

shoot cameras. 
However, having said that, 

the La Sardina camera does 
give you the freedom to show 
the world your view and to 
do so in an array of dazzling 
colours and distinctive styles. 
The La Sardina camera doesn’t 
define you – it gives you the op-
tion to define the world as you 
see it. 

Looking at the world 
in brighter colours
By Dione Joseph

An example of the possibilities of Lomo photography
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The La Sardina Marathon

For your chance to WIN your 
very own La Sardina Mara-
thon,  email win@mc-news.
com.au with the subject line 
Lomography. Please include 
your full name, address and a 
contact number.
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