
Malaysia’s road rules: just in case

Forget planes, trains or 
automobiles – cycling 
and walking are back!

By Chris Hutchings 

Like for all countries, you 
expect there to be “of-
ficial” rules governing 

how to drive on the roads. I 
presume such rules do exist 
for Malaysia, but, like others, I 
have yet to find a definitive list. 
However, here are some, shall 
we say, guidelines.

1. Drive on the left-hand side. 
This, really, is more than a 
guideline. It is a rule. However, 
don’t be surprised to see some 
motorists in the centre of the 
road. In fact, more than some. 
Many drivers seem to spend 
more time overtaking – or try-
ing to overtake – the car, or six, 
in front of them than travelling 
patiently along in line.

2. Think that the open road 
speed limit is 110km/h. But, 
please note: I don’t remember 
seeing any speed limit signs. 
The 110km/h information here 
comes from a former Malay-
sian resident.

3. Seat belts are compulsory, so 
I’m told – by native Malaysian 
drivers in the country. How-
ever, the rule doesn’t seem to be 
conscientiously enforced. But 
if, like most Australians, you 
are used to wearing a belt, I’d 
suggest you continue the prac-
tice. It might give you a sense of 
assurance.

4. Overtaking is de rigueur, so 
follow suit. That’s follow suit, 
not necessarily follow the car in 
front of you overtaking the six 
in front of it.

5. If the car behind you – and 
there will be many during your 
trip – overtaking you, move as 
far as safely possible to your left. 
This appears, on experience, to 
be the fairly common practice. 
Not all drivers adhere to this 
rule, so don’t expect the car you 
overtake will automatically so 
oblige to help you pass. But, on 
the whole, a good proportion of 
drivers are considerate enough 
to help your safe passage past 
them.

6. Expect the vehicle behind 
you to be CLOSE behind you 
and looking to overtake. It’s 
rare not to have a row of ve-
hicles just waiting for the first 
opportunity to get in front of 
those preceeding them. But 
don’t be alarmed. They are not 
aggressive. Or at least, I didn’t 
find them so ... but then again, 
I’m a Sydney driver. It appears 
a rule of the road to get to your 
destination ahead of the vehicle 
in front of you.

7. Don’t expect drivers to indi-
cate their intention to turn left 
or right. It’s nice when they do. 
Indicator use probably is one 
of the rules of the road. But, 
it’s probably in the seat-belt 
category. Mandatory, but not 
strictly enforced.

8. Don’t panic. Stop to sample 
the food at the roadside cafés 
and have a wander through the 
small towns on your way. And 
enjoy.

Specialising in adventures 
with a difference business 
partners Colin Hood and 

Philip van Dueren pride them-
selves on providing local and 
specialised service to their cli-
ents who are ready for adven-
ture. Whether its walking, trek-
king or cycling – the duo offer 
you the chance to experience 
travel in locations that range 
from as close by as lush New 
Zealand to the majesty of the 
Himalayas as well as the chance 
to be inspired by the stunning 
vistas of Mt Blanc in France.  

With overt thirty years’ ex-
perience travelling but also 
wholesale, retail management 
and operation involvement 
within the travel industry 
Hood and van Dueren believe 
their service is “anything but 
mainstream” and the upcoming 
cycling adventure trip planned 
from Lhasa to Kathmandu trip 
in 2012 is no different. 

“We’ve already led a range 
of cycling adventures includ-

ing a trip from Leh To Manali 
[across the second highest mo-
torable road in the world] and 
along the Karakorum Highway 
from China into Pakistan so 
we’re very excited about this 
new adventure” says Hood.

Sounds daunting? Don’t fret 
– it’s all in the mind because as 
this dynamic duo believe the 
ability to tackle and enjoy any 
adventure rests in your mental 
attitude. “If you’re a traveller 
then you don’t wait till you’re 
married or retired or won the 
lotto – do it while you have the 
opportunity and that includes 
your health and fitness.”

Having known each other 
for years and developed a 
strong network of local opera-
tors across the globe Colin and 
Philip offer you service that 
is personalised to the core: 
“Travel is certainly about the 
experience but that comes with 
attention to detail – because we 
both have travelled extensively. 
Phil and I pay attention to mak-
ing sure that your adventure is 
catered to suit you and that at 
all times you are immersed in a 
local culture that offers you the 
best travel experience.”

By Dione Joseph

For more information contact Colin or Philip on: 
(03) 9670 7252 or colin@hikebike.com.au

www. makingtraveleasy.com.au/

A moment to enjoy the view in Sri Lanka

The second highest motorable road in the world - the cycle from Leh to Manali

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ol
in

 H
oo

d

Ph
ot

o:
 C

ol
in

 H
oo

d

MAY 2011 • VOL 2, ISSUE 3 19MCNTRAVEL


