
By Dione Joseph

T
he world has heard no 

end of the fi nancial tur-

moil and hardship in 

Greece but human nature re-

sponds in wonderful ways and 

this year’s 18th Greek Festival 

is ready to prove that even in 

the midst of a bleak world, the 

Greeks still have something to 

say.

Costas Markos, Secretary 

of the Greek Orthodox Com-

munity in Melbourne and Vic-

toria, is one of the founding 

members of the festival and has 

witnessed the transformation 

of a Greek aesthetic over nearly 

two decades:

“At that time the style was 

more of an underground cin-

ematic cliquish group focus-

ing on the old Greek cinema; 

but then we saw the emergence 

of neo-Greek style and today 

what Greek cinema off ers is 

contemporary truths, whether 

retrospective or refl ective upon 

the present.”

Audience numbers have also 

increased and while certainly 

refl ecting a large increase in the 

Greek population here in Mel-

bourne, it also demonstrates 

the wide embrace of Greek cul-

ture that has happened since 

the days of the White Australia 

policy:  “When we fi rst began 

the festival there were about 

fi ve or six of us and our fi rst 

audiences were between 700-

800. Now we’re proud to say 

that numbers have hit up to 

800,000.”

But what does this year’s 

festival off er? “Multiplicities, 

ethnicity, and the 500 Euro 

generation question,” laughs 

Markos, “With a hundred and 

one things in the background 

these fi lms give voice to wages, 

isolation, migrants living in 

Greece, exploitation, educa-

tion, marriage, you name it.”

What was once a mono-

lithic culture in Greece has now 

changed, and has done so quite 

rapidly.

“People are leaving Greece 

every day,” says Markos, “But 

they still face many challenges. 

To enter Australia it’s oft en 

‘How many degrees do you 

have’ so as to sift  out the un-

skilled applicants.”

And while many are leav-

ing Greece, there are still many 

other migrants from other parts 

of Europe and Asia that are re-

locating to Greece, specifi cally 

to Athens which has a number 

of ghettos. “I believe this is a 

good thing,” says Markos, “It 

will give colour to a city that is 

vibrant and help to recover the 

economic situation.” 

With regards to the ques-

tion of migration and fi lm, it 

is interesting to note that all 

the directors have all studied 

abroad  and accumulated a 

wealth of knowledge to pro-

duce their fi lms; however there 

are still elements of Greece that 

are associated with the larger 

diaspora. 

“Multicultural society in 

Greece is what provides val-

ues to a society – Greeks who 

have grown up in Australia for 

example return to Greece and 

sometimes are also victims of 

racism. It’s a common subject 

especially with migrants from 

Albania, the Balkans and Rus-

sia.”

Other important thematic 

concerns that are highlighted 

include shortage of work, cheap 

labour and the growing sense of 

antagonism present among the 

various subcultures. 45m2 di-

rected by Stratos Tzitzis is one 

such fi lm. Th e narrative is quite 

simple, a young woman wants 

to escape the suff ocating atmo-

sphere of her overprotective 

mother and leave the nest. Th e 

problem, unfortunately, is that 

rent is high, there are a few jobs 

and without a university edu-

cation, the future is bleak. Th e 

most successful aspect of this 

fi lm is that Tzitzis has mirrored 

contemporary society without 

gimmicks or eff ects. In fact 

some scenes are almost pain-

fully slow, but life is like that. 

Th ere isn’t a way to fast forward 

past the painful images we just 

have to endure them and hope-

fully come out the other end.

But the Festival isn’t all about 

bleak futures, and in fact there 

are plenty of comedies as well 

as documentaries that reinvig-

orate Greek music, theatre and 

arts. My Sweet Canary, written 

and directed by Roy Sher,  is 

the story of the wonderful Roza 

Eskenazi and, inspired by her 

legacy, three young musicians 

from Greece, Turkey and Israel 

embark on an exciting musical 

journey to recount the story 

of Greece’s original and best-

loved rebetiko (Greek style folk 

and blues) from the 1930s. 

It is a journey that takes 

them from Istanbul to Th essa-

loniki and to Athens as they fol-

low the musical trail Roza left  

behind. Most of all, it’s a jour-

ney into a world that has largely 

vanished, but whose sounds 

continue to echo throughout 

the Mediterranean Basin.

“Films such as 45m2, My 
Sweet Canary and our opening 

fi lm last night Need for Lies was 

a theatrical comedy from the 

early sixties and is comic real-

ism at its best,” says Markos, 

“Greeks  cinema is changing 

all the time and being in Mel-

bourne we are witnesses to that 

change.”

For a chance to win one of fi ve 

double passes, email the Festi-

val at: fi lm@antipodesfestival.

com.au with My Sweet Ca-
nary in the subject line. First 5 

emails will win a double pass to 

the 6:45pm session on 24 Octo-

ber. Only winners will be noti-

fi ed. Winners will be on a guest 

list on the night.
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T
he Royal Exhibition 

Building is celebrating 

its 100th anniversary 

this year and what better way 

to honour this iconic building 

than to have the RACV Mo-

torclassica transform the space 

over three wonderful days in 

October? Event Director Paul 

Mathers is tremendously ex-

cited as the big day looms 

ahead and he strongly believes 

that RACV Motorclassica fi lls a 

gap in the city’s market:

“I’ve been running events 

for about ten years and I do 

think there is a market for a 

classic car enthusiast. Now we 

made a choice not to just put on 

another expo but create more 

of an event focused experience 

culminating in a car show.”

Last year’s inaugural event 

was the launch of an unprec-

edented movement in the 

motoring industry and with a 

massive audience (and an ex-

pected 40% increase this year) 

the event is certainly shaping 

up to be one of the most highly 

anticipated events of the year.

With Australia’s big cities vy-

ing for attention Mathers says, 

“We looked for the right venue 

and the right city and there was 

a combination of factors that 

led us to decide on Melbourne. 

Th is is the centre of the classic 

car movement here in Australia 

and we’re also the hosts of the 

Australian Grand Prix, so now 

with the support of the RACV 

we really are making Victoria 

the place to be!”

If you are wondering 

whether the RACV Motorclas-

sica is just about satisfying peo-

ple who are into classic cars and 

classic motoring - think again. 

Th ere are plenty of fun fi lled 

activities for all ages, including 

watching these grand icons roll 

down the streets of Melbourne 

in convoy. If you’re looking to 

take your family it’s a perfect 

opportunity to ‘picnic with the 

classics’ and allows everyone a 

chance to experience these rare 

and beautiful cars.

“Classic cars are not just 

functional ‘rolling art’ objects,” 

explains Mathers, “Th ey are 

beautifully designed examples 

of automotive architecture. For 

some of these cars this may be 

the fi rst and last time this year 

they’re on the road but on the 

other hand we have cars com-

ing from Victoria, from Queen-

sland, Brisbane as well as South 

Australia and we’ve had interest 

from  all over the world.”

Th is year’s special features 

include 60 Years of Porsche, 

125 Years of Mercedes Benz 

as well as Cars of 1961, a year 

that many will remember as the 

birth of a number of important 

cars, especially the Jaguar XKE 

or E-Type, which celebrates 

its 50th birthday this year. 

And don’t forget to check out 

the International Concourse 

D’Elegance which is guaranteed 

to have some real beauties judg-

ing by the exceptional standard 

from last year. And if you want 

action and excitement, don’t 

forget Bonham’s Auction where 

comedian and radio personal-

ity Merrick Watts is selling his 

iconic Aussie muscle car,  a 

Ford Falcon XAGT. 

“Beautiful cars don’t just 

belong in museums,” says 

Mathers, “And this is a won-

derful chance for people to 

immerse themselves in a cul-

ture where there are plenty of 

activities, exhibitions, art and 

memorabilia and have a won-

derful time along the way!”

For a chance to win one of fi ve 

double passes to the RACV 

MotorClassica email: win@mc-

news.com.au with MotorClas-
sica as the subject line. First 5 

emails will win a double pass. 

Only winners will be notifi ed. 

Greek fi lms don’t shy 
away from the hard facts

Get ready to toot a classic horn

Roza Eskenazi (right) an icon in Greek musical tradition

The beautiful Lancia Aurelia convertible

The Bentley 4 litre 

A moment of transience in My Sweet Canary
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