
With warm 
weather on 
the horizon, 

it’s time to leave the con-
crete jungle behind and 
make the most of the sun-
shine. Apollo Bay, an easy 
two-and-a-half hour’s 
drive from Melbourne, is a 
thriving coastal centre be-
tween the Wye River and 
Cape Otway. Whether 
you’re into the great out-
doors, love to shop, ap-
preciate fi ne dining or just 
want to relax, pack your 
bags because the Bay is 
beckoning!

By Dione Joseph 

Where to Stay:

There are plenty of accom-

modation options available 

and whether you’re looking 

for budget style or superior 

luxury for that extra spe-

cial weekend away you have 

a number of choices. Op-

tions in town include Beach 

Comber Motel and Apart-

ments ($$), Seafarers Get-

away ($$) and Great Ocean 

View Motels ($$$). Just 5km 

down the road Beacon Point  

Hill is home to Ocean View 

Villas ($$$). Prices vary and 

depend on proximity to town, 

views available and facilities 

provided. But there are plenty 

of options so do shop around 

to find your ideal getaway.

Review: Beacon Point Ocean 
View Villas

Beacon Point Ocean View 

Villas are the perfect escape 

for a romantic getaway, a per-

sonal retreat or an idyllic fam-

ily holiday. Your host Paul is 

warm and expansive and the 

hospitality extends to the care 

and preparation undertaken 

for your stay. Stunning views 

with ocean waves lulling you to 

sleep, warm and dry airy spaces 

and individual laundry and 

bbq facilities make the experi-

ence extra  special and private. 

Th e décor is particularly well 

done with warm, neutral tones 

that complement the stunning 

blues and greens of the bay and 

extensive foliage outside. Spa 

baths are particularly soothing 

to drive away the city stress and 

these are found in a number of 

units. Also, the villas are well 

equipped with satellite televi-

sion, CD players and a very well 

designed kitchen with oven 

and dishwasher. Ultimately the 

setting wins the day. Set amidst 

13 acres of magnifi cent euca-

lypt bushland behind the Great 

Ocean Road, this is an experi-

ence to remember.

Beacon Point

Ph: (03) 5237 6218

www.becaonpoint.com.au

Where to Eat:
Food oh glorious food! In a 

seaside town you would expect 

fi ne quality seafood and you 

won’t be disappointed. With 

the winter months drawing 

to an end, not only are the es-

tablished restaurants throwing 

open their doors to visitors but 

plenty of other smaller restau-

rants are also mushrooming. 

Here are just a few samples: 

Review: Café Nautigals

Th e maritime theme, friendly 

staff  and impeccable service 

make this a great and aff ordable 

place to enjoy some local tucker. 

Th e lovely owners, Meredith 

and Adam, take special care 

to ensure that all their guests 

are welcomed and their per-

sonalised service is defi nitely 

one of the highlights. Having 

both indoor and outdoor ar-

eas is also a bonus, especially 

for those with dogs, who will 

fi nd welcoming and friendly 

faces for them and their pooch. 

Th e breakfasts in particular re-

ceives the recommendations of 

all the locals, particularly Eggs 

Benedict. Th is is your tradi-

tional poached eggs served on 

an English muffi  n with fresh 

tomatoes, a choice of smoked 

salmon, ham or bacon and 

homemade hollandaise. If that 

hasn’t got your tummy rum-

bling the Rumba Salsa with 

poached eggs, tomato, feta, 

onion salsa topped with pes-

tos on wholemeal bread will 

get the party started. Lunches 

include a variety of quick deli-

cious meals with fresh Fish and 

Chips clearly vying for your 

number one favourite. Enjoy 

the sun while you sip a beer 

outside or step indoors and be 

awash in a creative and inspir-

ing atmosphere, fi lled with lo-

cal nautical themed artwork. 

No matter what the time, it’s 

easy to see that fun is to be had 

at Nautigals.

Review: Chris’s Restaurant

Located just outside Apollo Bay, 

this highly acclaimed, award 

winning restaurant boasts not 

only panoramic views but stun-

ning meals. Under the steward-

ship of owner Chris and son 

Taki, this is a particularly spe-

cial place to enjoy a light lunch 

or watch the sunset over the 

Otway’s with a glass of local 

Australian wine.

Meals are infused with a 

Mediterranean quality to refl ect 

Chis’ Greek heritage. Th e menu 

isn’t expansive but it does have 

a suffi  cient range of options 

for vegan/vegetarians, as well 

as those who love their meats. 

While the price tag may be on 

the expensive side, the experi-

ence is one to remember. Aft er 

all, Oprah’s American guests 

won’t be forgetting this place in 

a hurry!

 Th e highlights of a meal 

would defi nitely be taking the 

time to enjoy an entrée, main 

and a dessert. Sensational fl a-

vours can be expected and Stu-

art Fleming, host and waiter 

extraordinaire, is on hand to 

off er you his expert advice. If 

you’re vegetarian do try the 

Imam Bayaldi which is a low 

cooked eggplant with tomato 

fondue as it immediately trans-

ports you to the Mediterranean. 

If seafood is what you prefer, 

start a meal with the delightful 

Seafood Kakavia which off ers 

a selection of prawns, cray-

fi sh, mussels, oysters, and scal-

lops in a fl avoursome shellfi sh 

broth. Th e latter could even be 

a main and the diverse fl avours 

will leave you very happily sat-

isfi ed. 

Apollo Bay: 
Springing into action

Ok, so maybe not everyone in Apollo Bay is springing into action
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